
 

 

 

FLORIDA EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS ASSOCIATION 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING MINUTES 

February 5, 2019 

FEPA Annual Meeting and Work Session 

President Mary Blakeney opened the meeting and thanked everyone for their attendance and participation.  

She asked Executive Director Eve Rainey to perform a roll call to determine the presence of a quorum.  

After a review of attendance in person and on the conference line, a quorum was established.  Ms. 

Blakeney then led the Board in the Pledge of Allegiance.  Ms. Blakeney called for a motion to waive the 

reading of the minutes of the previous meeting, which was made, seconded and passed and entertained a 

motion to approve the minutes as presented.  Mr. Shayne Morgan moved approval with Mr. Jeff Goldberg 

providing a second.  The motion passed without objection. 

Ms. Blakeney moved to the Consent Agenda and directed members’ attention to the Committee and 

Working Group reports that did not require specific Board action.   Mr. Jonathan Lord, Annual Meeting 

Committee Chair, provided a brief update to the Committee’s report regarding participation in the annual 

meeting week of activities.  Vice-President John Scott moved approval of the Consent Agenda reports 

with Mr. Morgan providing a second.  The motion passed without objection. 

Moving to the New Business Section of the agenda, Ms. Blakeney called on Mr. Morgan as Chair of the 

Certification Commission to present the Commission’s report.  Mr. Morgan outlined the list of 

Certification Candidates recommended for approval by the Board.  Mr. Lord moved approval of the 

candidate list as presented with Mr. Goldberg providing a second.  The motion passed without objection.  

Mr. Morgan continued with the recommended list of Certification Commissions and Officers for the 

2019-20 term. Mr. Scott moved approval with Mr. Goldberg providing a second and this motion passed 

without objection.   Mr. Morgan highlighted recommended changes to the Commission Manual related to 

adjustments to the application filing deadline and implementation of staggered terms for Commission 

officers.  Mr. Goldberg moved approval of the changes with Chaplain Sharon Hingson providing a 

second.  This motion passed without objection. 

Ms. Blakeney directed the Board’s attention to the Higher Education Committee’s report which included 

consideration for a virtual “lunch and learn” program as well as a request for financial support for lunches 

at the 2020 FEPA Careers and Internships in Emergency Management Day.  The Board discussed the 

positive results of the 2018 event which included corporate sponsorship of lunch.  Board members 

recognized that the specific request for $1,000 in 2020 funding would affect next year’s budget.  Noting 

this, Mr. Goldberg moved approval of the request based on fund availability in the 2020 budget with Mr. 

Morgan providing a second.  The motion passed without objection.  

Under the Nominating Committee Report, Ms. Rainey outlined the Officer Election process and 

procedures leading up to the February 7, 2019 Membership Business Meeting and Elections.  The Board 

discussed the process of verifying membership and distributing ballots during the election as well as Area 

caucuses for selection of Area Governors and Alternates.  It was determined that in the absence of FEPA 



 

 

Parliamentarian Ed Ward, Past President Paul Womble would collect and tabulate the results for ballots 

cast.  Following this discussion, Ms. Blakeney reported on the progress of the FEPA 2019-2021 Strategic 

Plan update and, given that additional working groups have been established, asked the Board to defer 

action on the Strategic Plan until their May meeting.   Mr. Goldberg moved to defer action on the 

Strategic Plan with Mr. Morgan providing a second.  The motion passed without objection. 

Ms. Blakeney moved to Executive Committee reports and announced her plan to establish two additional 

FEPA working groups:  a County Emergency Management Program Director Working Group co-chaired 

by Mr. Lord and Mr. Womble and a K-12 Schools Working Group.   During discussion on the county 

director working group, Mr. Lord outlined his objective to gain consensus on program and policy items to 

bring to the Division of Emergency Management for action.   With respect to the K-12 Schools group, 

Ms. Blakeney discussed the requirements of the Marjorie Stoneman Douglas School Safety and Security 

Act and the difference between K-12 emergency management procedures and issues and FEPA’s existing 

Higher Education activities.  Mr. Daniel Hahn, School Safety Officer for Santa Rosa County, provided 

additional detail regarding the law and its requirements, including certification of safety officers and how 

many requirements parallel existing FEPA programs and processes.  Mr. Hahn further explained how 

FEPA can provide support to this cohort of emergency managers and include them in training and 

program activities.  The Board offered its consensus support to the President in making the 

recommendation to add the two working groups. 

Mr. Lord, as Treasurer, provided the Board with the Treasurer’s Report and outlined the year-end 

financial position of the Association.  He outlined the increases in FEPA meeting costs and on-going 

methods to off-set costs to membership.  Mr. Scott, as Training and Professional Development Committee 

Chair, reported on the registration fees for the 2019 FEPA Intermediate Academy.  This led to a 

discussion of the Academy instructor cadre for 2019 and the continued need to recruit additional 

instructors and leaders for the unique FEPA developed course offering.  At the conclusion of this 

discussion, Mr. Goldberg moved approval of the Treasurer’s Report with Mr. Morgan providing a second 

and the motion passed without objection. 

Ms. Rainey followed with the Executive Director Report and updated the group on the progress of dues 

renewals as well as the schedule for the upcoming Legislative Session.  Ms. Blakeney reported on the 

celebration of the 20th year of the FEPA Certification Commission and that commemorative coins are 

available. Mr. Morgan recognized Mr. Rick Zyvoloski as a FEPA member who has maintained his 

Certification since the inaugural class.   Mr. Morgan also reported on a new policy for Certification 

Commission meetings to open part of the meeting discussion to FEPA members as interested parties.   

Under open comment and miscellaneous matters, Mr. Mitch Smeykal, Area 6 Governor, reported on 

statewide mosquito program activities that may result in more emergency management involvement in the 

process.  Mr. Eric Albers, Area 5 Governor, outlined recommendations for increase private sector 

participation with FEPA.  There being no additional business to conduct, Ms. Blakeney thank the Board 

for their participation and entertained a motion to adjourn.  This motion was made by Mr. Goldberg, 

seconded by Mr. Lord and passed without objection and the meeting was adjourned. 
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