
 

 

 

Florida Emergency Preparedness Association 

Executive Committee Meeting Minutes 

July 11, 2019 

President Mary Blakeney opened the meeting and thanked everyone for their attendance and 

participation.  She asked Executive Director Eve Rainey to verify the presence of a quorum and once 

verified, asked for consideration of a motion to approve the minutes of the May 30, 2019 Executive 

Committee meeting.  With one noted correction, Secretary Kelly Wilson moved approval with Past-

President Paul Womble providing a second.  The motion passed without objection. 

Moving to New Business Ms. Blakeney led a review of the draft agenda for the August Mid-Year Work 

Session.  After a discussion regarding adjustments of the agenda to allow for fewer concurrent break out 

sessions for Committee and Working Group meetings on Thursday, a final agenda with time adjustments 

was adopted by consensus.  Ms. Rainey was asked to advise speakers and committee and working group 

leaders of the adjustments and circulate the updated program of activities.   The Committee then moved 

to a discussion of joining the Florida Voluntary Agencies Active in Disaster in the “partner” membership 

category.  Ms. Rainey described this category and indicated that the $100 membership fee was optional.  

Ms. Blakeney moved approval of pursuing membership and submitting the $100 membership dues.  This 

motion was seconded by Treasurer Jonathan Lord and passed without objection. 

Ms. Blakeney provided an update to recent changes in Working Group leadership.  She advised that 

Radiological Emergency Preparedness Working Group Chair, Kimberly Prosser had stepped-down and 

that the group recommended that Bill Pecci, Martin County Emergency Management, be appointed 

Chair.   She also reported that Kate Dean was stepping down as WebEOC Working Group Co-Chair and 

Colby Maxell, Florida Division of Emergency Management, was recommended as Co-Chair of this group.  

In addition to these changes, Ms. Blakeney reported that the appointments of Daniel Hahn and Kathleen 

Hardie as Co-Chairs of the K-12 Schools Working Group were finalized.   Following these working group 

leadership announcements, the Executive Committee discussed the need to update and re-energize 

appointments to several FEPA liaison positions to better reflect active FEPA membership and 

engagement. 

Moving to Old Business, the Executive Committee discussed the upcoming offering of the FEPA County 

Emergency Management Program Director/Key Staff training at Mid-Year.  The group discussed the 

schedule and availability of the proposed instructor cadre for the course.  Ms. Rainey was asked to 

contact identified instructors regarding their availability and willingness to assist with the Mid-Year 

Course delivery.    Continuing with training related matters, Mr. Womble reminded the group that the 

sub-group of the Training and Professional Development Committee that was established to review, 

update and realign FEPA training offerings has not met.  



 

 

Mr. Womble continued with the update on the Governor’s Hurricane Conference (GHC) Board of 

Directors meeting schedule and FEPA related issues for the agenda.  The Executive Committee 

concurred with the recommendation of Bill Johnson to lead the GHC Program Committee.  In addition, 

the Executive Committee was asked to provide input on the expected request to extend the GHC 

contract with the current location; the West Palm Beach Convention Center.  Mr. Womble reported that 

he will advise the GHC Board of FEPA’s concerns with the GHC Mentorship Program during the next 

Board meeting and ask that the Board address the FEPA suggestion regarding training certificates 

including Certification Commission hours of instruction and mission area designations. 

Ms. Rainey followed with the Executive Director report and updated the Committee on recent activities, 

programs and projects.   She outlined the items scheduled for approval for the August 7, 2019 Board of 

Directors meeting.   Ms. Blakeney reminded everyone that the next Executive Committee meeting date 

had been moved to August 1, 2019 and opened the floor to any additional business.  

Mr. Womble reported on a recent discussion with the DEM State Training Officer (STO) on a training 

matter.  He indicated that he had been approached for FEPA assistance to identify instructors for the 

new Federal Emergency Management Agency training class (G-2300 – Intermediate EOC Functions) as 

well as to coordinate delivery dates and course locations for the three-day training.   Mr. Womble 

explained that the DEM STO was authorized to appoint the first group of instructors to lead the “train-

the trainer” pilots to develop an instructor cadre for future courses.  The Executive Committee discussed 

potential instructors, course locations and schedules and noted that DEM reaching out to FEPA for 

assistance was a very positive move.    

Following this discussion Ms. Blakeney asked for any other business items and there being none 

entertained a motion to adjourn.  She reminded Committee members that immediately following 

adjournment, members would re-convene as the FEPA Policy Committee.  Ms. Wilson moved 

adjournment with Mr. Lord providing a second and the motion passed without objection, so the 

meeting was adjourned.  

Approved August 1, 2019 


