
 

 

 

FEPA Board of Directors Meeting 
July 25, 2018 

FEPA Mid-Year Work Session 
St. Petersburg Hilton Bayfront, St. Petersburg, Florida 

Minutes 
 

President Mary Blakeney opened the meeting and thanked everyone for their participation and 

attendance.  Ms. Blakeney asked everyone in the room and on the conference line to introduce 

themselves.  Executive Director Eve Rainey verified the presence of a quorum and Ms. Blakeney directed 

members attention to the draft minutes of the May 17, 2018 Board of Directors meeting that were 

provided in their meeting materials.   Area 1 Governor Jeff Goldberg moved approval as presented with 

Area 2 Governor Shayne Morgan providing a second.  The motion passed without objection. 

Ms. Blakeney turned to the Consent Agenda and the reports from FEPA Committees and Working 

Groups that were provided prior to the meeting.  As the Board reviewed the materials Ms. Blakeney 

noted the use of the consent agenda for the past several Board meetings and asked whether Board 

members found the materials sufficient their information and action.  Members indicated that the 

summary reports provided good information and noted that at any time, questions or comments on the 

reports could be raised with the entire Board of Directors.   The Board recognized Mr. Bill Johnston with 

the City of St. Cloud who has been instrumental in the success of the FEPA Municipal Working Group.  

Mr. Johnston indicated that, with his June retirement, he would be stepping down from his leadership 

position with the Working Group and he appreciated the Board’s support over the years. 

Under New Business, Mr. Morgan as Chair of the Certification Commission recommended the approval 

of an additional Commissioner in Area 7, Ms. Jennifer Bourgouin with the Broward County Sheriff’s 

Office.  Area 6 Governor Mitch Smeykal moved approval with Treasurer Jonathan Lord providing a 

second.  The motion passed without objection.  Ms. Blakeney asked for an update on the process to 

recognized training delivered at FEPA sponsored events on the Certification Approved Training List.  Mr. 

Goldberg, as Co-Chair of the FEPA Training and Professional Development Committee, described the 

process by which the Committee and the Commission collaborate to established approved contact hours 

and mission areas for the training for adoption and inclusion in the annual update of the approved 

training list. He added that the process is being followed for training presented at Mid-Year. 

Ms. Blakeney called on Ms. Rainey for the Executive Director report and Ms. Rainey updated Board 

members on recent projects and activities.  She indicated that the curriculum for the FEPA County 

Emergency Management Program Director/Key Staff curriculum had been completed and presented to 

22 students in attendance at the pre-Mid-Year delivery.  She reminded the Area Governors that updated 

membership rosters by Area are available to them through the FEPA website.  Under Board members’ 



 

 

reports and items, Mr. Lord reported on the attendance for the Mid-Year Work Session and Ms. 

Blakeney reminded members that this is the inaugural session for the Radiological Emergency 

Preparedness Working Group and welcomed the group and their members to FEPA.  Mr. Lord continued 

with a description of the potential geographic areas for upcoming FEPA annual and mid-year meetings 

and asked everyone to encourage participation in the February 2019 Annual Meeting at the Sandestin 

Hilton.   

Ms. Blakeney described the recent changes to the governance structure of the Governor’s Hurricane 

Conference (GHC) which FEPA co-sponsors.  She asked Past-President Paul Womble to provide a 

summary of the activities of the GHC’s Board of Directors.  Mr. Womble reported that the number of 

Directors was expanded by one each for the sponsoring agencies (four), but the set of Officers was 

reduced significantly to four officers.  This compression was designed to expand the members who 

guided the conference business practices (the Directors), but there are still many items that need 

clarification as well as updates to the GHC policies and procedures.  He noted that FEPA GHC 

representatives were the primary catalyst for changes to updated business practices.  Ms. Blakeney 

announced her appointment of Mr. Womble and Ms. Rainey as GHC Directors representing FEPA and 

Mr. Womble’s election as the GHC President.  She noted that GHC Program Chair Mr. Bill Johnson was 

stepping down from that position and recognized his dedication and service to the GHC.  Ms. Blakeney 

closed the discussion on the GHC by noting that FEPA remained committed to the conference and 

recommended that the Chair of Program Committee should continue to be a FEPA representative. 

Ms. Blakeney continued with a discussion of FEPA Policy Issues and indicated that an open discussion 

was scheduled for the FEPA Membership Business Meeting later in the day.  She outlined the 

recommendations from the House Select Committee affecting local emergency management programs 

as well as several additional policy areas.  Area 3 Governor Ryan Simpson noted that a review of the 

recommendations as a starting point for support or suggested revisions would be a good start given the 

comprehensive nature of the House’s report.  Ms. Blakeney continued with a discussion of the 

Association’s ability to provide information and educational tools to its members regarding policy issues, 

rather than lobbying directly.  She used the success of Palm Beach County Days as an example of 

infusing emergency management issues into the discussion based on FEPA-driven research and analysis.   

Treasurer Lord presented the FEPA Treasurer’s Report and commented on the strong financial position 

of the Association.  He added the that Executive Committee would be finalizing an additional three-year 

contract with Conference Management Solutions for meeting and exhibit support to coincide with the 

upcoming three-year cycle of FEPA venue evaluation and selection. Under Old Business Ms. Blakeney 

asked whether the municipal emergency management training presented at the GHC was a work 

product of the FEPA Municipal Emergency Management Working Group.  Mr. Johnston advised that it 

was a collaboration of many working group members and included information on FEPA.  Ms. Blakeney 

suggested that given the training’s success and audience, it should be evaluated by the Training and 

Professional Development Committee and branded as a FEPA training product.  

Ms. Blakeney opened the floor for miscellaneous matters and announcements and informed the Board 

that Mr. Kevin Smith, FEPA Chaplain, had accepted a position in Washington, D.C. and could no longer 



 

 

serve.  She informed the Board that the Association had made a $100 donation to the family of Ron 

Plummer upon his passing and the $100 level reflected Mr. Plummer’s annual membership dues.   FEPA 

Area Governors continued with reports of personnel changes, projects, emergency incidents and 

training opportunities in their geographic areas. 

With no additional business to conduct, Ms. Blakeney entertained a motion to adjourn which was made 

by Mr. Morgan with Area 7 Governor Charles Cyrille providing a second.  The motion passed without 

objection and Ms. Blakeney thanked everyone for their time and participation. 

 

Approved 11-20-18 


