
 

 

 

FEPA Board of Directors Meeting 
January 31, 2017 – FEPA Annual Meeting Orlando, Florida 

Minutes 
 

President Paul Womble opened the meeting and thanked everyone for their attendance and participation.  Mr. Womble 
asked Executive Director Eve Rainey to perform a roll call of board members to determine the presence of a quorum.  
Following the roll call and verification that a quorum was present, Mr. Womble entertained a motion to adopt the 
minutes of the November 8, 2016 Board meeting as presented.  Mr. John Wilson moved approval with Secretary John 
Scott providing a second.  The motion passed without objection. 
 

As the elected officers deferred their reports to later in the agenda, Mr. Womble called on Treasurer Jonathan Lord to 
present the Treasurer’s report.  Mr. Lord directed Board members’ attention to the detailed financial reports contained 
in their meeting packets.  He explained that the Association experienced a good year financially in 2016 and managed 
the budget without the need to access reserve funds.  In closing, Mr. Lord reminded the Board that the FEPA 2017 
budget was adopted at their November 2016 meeting and is the current financial document guiding Association 
activities.  Mr. Wilson moved approval of the Treasurer’s report with Mr. Pete McNally providing a second. The motion 
passed without objection. 
 

Moving to Committee Reports, Mr. Lord continued as Annual Meeting Committee Chair and provided an update on the 
2017 Annual Meeting program and schedule of events for the week.  He then outlined the proposed schedule and 
locations for the 2017 Mid-Year Work Session; the 2018 Annual Meeting; a proposed location for the 2018 Mid-Year 
Work Session and the finalized location for the 2019 Annual Meeting.  He noted that the events have been pre-
programmed and venues move across the state in accordance with member input and outreach. 
 

Certification Commission Chair Angela Allen followed with the Certification Commission report and presented proposed 
changes and updates to FEPA Certification applications as suggested by the Commission.   She indicated that the 
revisions were slated for final review and action by the Commission next week and would be brought to the Board for 
final approval once a consensus is reached.  Ms. Allen reported that the Commission supported the use of contract 
support to enhance the Certification on line submission, assignment, review and tracking process and was working on 
specifications for the proposal and related processes.   She completed her report by presenting the slate of approved 
Class of 2017 applications and additions to the Certification Commission to the Board for approval.  These were adopted 
by the Board without objections. 
 
Ms. Rainey reported for the Emergency Management Accreditation Program (EMAP) Committee in the absence of the 
Chair and indicated that the full day of EMPA training presented on Monday was well attended and well received.  She 
added that the Committee is reviewing its status as a standing committee due to the nature of its activities being more 
technical assistance related than project driven.  The Board indicated interest in exploring this change in its next round 
of adjustments to the By-Laws and Administrative Policies and procedures.   Michele Jones and Hal Grieb Co-Chairs of 
the Higher Education Committee followed with their report on programs and projects.  They highlighted their 
collaborative work with the Florida Division of Emergency Management (DEM) on an “Intern Day” across the state using 
virtual interaction with the State Emergency Operations Center (EOC) and satellite activities at local EOCs.   The Co-
Chairs asked everyone to “save the date” of April 20, 2017 for this opportunity to promote emergency management 
internships. 
 
Ms. Rainey presented the Legislative Committee report and advised the Board of recent legislative related activities at 
the state and federal levels.  She reminded Board members of the upcoming dates for the 2017 Regular Session of the 
Florida Legislature and federal actions that were slated for review during the year.   Vice-President Mary Blakeney, 



 

 

serving as Chair of the Membership and Awards Committee, followed with a report on the upcoming FEPA Awards 
Ceremony.  She indicated that the 2017 awards process was very robust with a high number of nominations across 
award categories.  Ms. Blakeney thanked the work of the Area Governors in promoting the awards program in their 
geographic areas and for ranking the awards as part of the review committee.  Ms. Rainey followed with the Mitigation 
Committee Report on behalf of the Co-Chairs and indicated that the group’s work had been disrupted due to activations 
for Hurricanes Hermine and Matthew. 
 

Parliamentarian Ed Ward presented the Nominations Report and indicated that only one nomination for each of the 
Elected Officer positions had been received through the nominations process; therefore the slate of officers would be 
elected by affirmation.  He noted that the nominees are returning to their existing respective elected positions of 
President, Vice-President, Secretary and Treasurer.  He added that FEPA Areas 1, 3, 5 and 7 would caucus to select their 
Area Governors and Alternates during the Elections portion of the FEPA Annual Membership Business Meeting.  Mr. 
Ward continued with the Resolution and By-Laws Committee report and noted the Associations’ By Laws and 
Administrative Policies and Procedures, as amended, would be brought to the membership for a vote at their Thursday 
business meeting.  Mr. Scott directed the Board’s attention to the Technology Committee Report that was included in 
their meeting materials and asked if there were any questions or concerns.  Hearing none, he concluded his report.  On 
behalf of the Training and Professional Development Committee Chair, Ms. Rainey directed the Board’s attention to the 
Committee’s report that was included in their meeting materials. 
 

Under Liaison Reports, Mr. Womble updated the Board on the conversion of the State Working Group on Domestic 
Security’s committee structure to focus groups under the revised coordinating group approach.  He noted that FEPA had 
a specific representative on the Higher Education Focus Group and Ken Allen with the University of Florida would serve 
in this capacity.   He closed by encouraging all emergency managers with positions on all focus groups to participate 
actively and stay engaged in the focus group process.   Mr. Kevin Peters followed with an update on the recent activities 
of the State Emergency Response Commission for Hazardous Materials.  He specifically noted the success of the 
Hazardous Materials Symposium in January, the presentation of Tom Yatabe awards, plans for coordinated response 
efforts by the Florida Fire Chiefs Association and the U.S. Coast Guard for incidents in ports and the new federal 
requirements for selected Risk Management Planning facilities to conduct exercises.  Ms. Linda Stoughton updated the 
Board on the progress of DEM’s All Hazard Incident Management Team project and the close of the historic recognition 
program.  She noted that, with the conclusion of this phase of the credentialing effort, candidates will move to a task 
book recognition and documentation process. Mr. Womble closed the Liaison Report section of the agenda by noting 
that, as FEPA President, he represented the Association on the DEM Emergency Management Advisory Working Group 
that would meet after the conclusion of the FEPA Annual Meeting. 
 

Under Area reports, Area Governors and Alternates provided updates on staff changes, promotions and additions, 
organizational re-assignments, response and recovery efforts for recent emergency events and upcoming exercises and 
events.   Area Governors thanked outgoing Alternate Governors for their service and support during their terms of 
office.    
 

Moving to New Business, Strategic Planning Committee Chair Mary Blakeney presented the final draft version of the 
FEPA 2017-2019 Strategic Plan to the Board for review and approval.  She outlined the timeline and process that was 
utilized to gain input on the plan from FEPA Committees.  Mr. Wilson moved approval of the plan with Mr. McNally 
providing a second. The motion passed without objection. 
 

Ms. Rainey reminded the Board that their next meeting was scheduled for May 18, 2017 in conjunction with the 
Governor’s Hurricane Conference in West Palm Beach, Florida.   Before entertaining a motion to adjourn, Mr. Womble 
thanked everyone for their support during his tenure as President and added that he looked forward to continuing his 
service during 2017.  There being no additional business to conduct, Mr. Eric Alberts moved adjournment with Mr. 
Charles Cyrille providing a second. The motion passed without objection. 
 
 
Approved May 18, 2017 


