
 

 

 

Florida Emergency Preparedness Association 

Executive Committee Meeting Minutes 

October 8, 2019 

President Mary Blakeney opened the meeting and thanked everyone for their participation.  She asked 

Executive Director Eve Rainey to confirm the presence of a quorum and once confirmed, directed 

committee members’ attention to the draft minutes of the September 10, 2019 meeting.  Secretary 

Kelly Wilson moved approval as presented with Vice-President John Scott providing a second and the 

motion passed without objection. 

Ms. Blakeney moved to the first agenda item regards site selection for the 2020 Mid-Year Work Session. 

She noted that the Naples Beach Hotel had submitted a proposal to return to the site in 2020 and that 

the summary of the evaluations for Mid-Year 2019 were in the materials for today’s meeting.   The 

committee decided by consensus to defer action on this item until Treasurer Jonathan Lord could join 

the meeting. 

Ms. Blakeney called on Mr. Scott for a summary of recent actions regarding the major disaster 

declaration request for Hurricane Dorian.  He indicated that he traveled to Tallahassee to be part of the 

federal and state damage assessment reviews and discussion.  The committee discussed methods that 

the Association could assist local emergency management programs to stay engaged in the early 

recovery processes, at a minimum through the disaster declaration process.  It was noted that individual 

emergency management program leaders were having discussions, but there was no organized process 

to influence decision making at the state level.   

Ms. Rainey reported that the Division of Emergency Management had posted a Rule Development 

Workshop notice for Rule Chapter 27P-22, Florida Administrative Code which outlines requirements for 

Local Mitigation Strategies as well as eligibility for federal Hazard Mitigation Grant Programs.  She 

advised that she could not attend the October 11, 2019 workshop, but suggested that FEPA submit 

initial written comments.  Ms. Wilson, who also serves as the Mitigation Working Group Co-Chair, 

concurred with the draft suggested comments.  Ms. Wilson moved that the comments be submitted as 

the Association’s initial recommendations and that the Mitigation Committee be provided an 

opportunity to review and submit comments based on the proposed rule’s impact on their programs.  

Mr. Scott provided a second for this motion and it passed without objection.   

Treasurer Lord joined the meeting and was asked to report on the recommended registration fees for 

the 2020 Annual Meeting.  He concurred with the suggestion outlined by Ms. Rainey to eliminate the 

“early registration” category and indicated that it was consistent with recent discussions with members.  

Mr. Lord moved approval of the registration fees as presented with Mr. Scott providing a second and the 



 

 

motion passed without objection.  Parliamentarian Ed Ward presented the suggested Call for 

Nominations for Elected Officers for 2020 and proposed deadlines tied to elections taking place at the 

2020 Annual Meeting.  Committee members concurred with Mr. Ward’s suggested timetable. 

Ms. Blakeney returned to the discussion of the 2020 Mid-Year site location.  Committee members noted 

that the survey results were positive for the Naples Beach Hotel and recognized that the site would not 

be available in out years.  Despite this, the committee agreed that there had a been a commitment to 

move FEPA events across the state geographically and wanted to honor this tradition.  Committee 

members then discussed factors to determine future event sites and timing and factors regarding 

meeting space, hotel room rates, resort fees, food and beverage minimums and other components of 

site selection.   

Ms. Blakeney continued with an update on the timeline to finalize the Association’s Strategic Plan. She 

indicated that the draft plan would be ready for review at the November 15, 2019 Board of Directors 

meeting for presentation to the membership at the Annual Meeting.  Ms. Rainey followed Ms. Blakeney 

with an update on recent Executive Director activities and work products.  Ms. Wilson followed with a 

new item on establishing membership categories to better identify membership characteristics.  She 

was provided with a draft listing that she will share with the Membership and Awards Committee for 

comment. Ms. Wilson noted that the categories could be used during 2020 dues renewals as a starting 

point and asked the Committee members to share their ideas on the groupings as proposed. 

Ms. Blakeney opened the floor for additional business and there being none, entertained a motion to 

adjourn.  Ms. Wilson moved adjournment with Mr. Scott providing a second.  Noting no objections to 

the motion, Ms. Blakeney thanked committee members for their time and participation and adjourned 

the meeting.  

Approved November 14, 2019 

  

 

 


