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Executive Director Eve Rainey opened the meeting and explained that President Mary Blakeney could 

not join the call today and Vice-President John Scott was delayed.  Although a quorum was established, 

Committee members opted to delay action items until Mr. Scott could join the call and asked Ms. Rainey 

to address other items. Ms. Rainey provided a report on the final accounting for the FEPA Mid-Year 

Work Session.  She indicated that the final bill from the hotel for Audio Visual (A/V) Support and food 

and beverage had been reviewed and approved for payment by FEPA Treasurer Jonathan Lord.   She 

added that the net costs to the Association to conduct Mid-Year were consistent with expectations with 

the decision to provide A/V for all break-out sessions.  In closing the Mid-Year update, Ms. Rainey 

indicated that finalization of the final report would be delayed slightly to allow time for addition  

reporting and input from committees and working groups. 

Ms. Rainey continued reporting by advising the committee that the Division of Emergency Management 

(DEM) had published a Notice of Rule Development to adopt the 2018 version of the state 

Comprehensive Emergency Management Plan (CEMP).   She noted that the 2018 draft did not include 

FEPA as a component of the Mutual Aid process as the 2014 document did and suggested that FEPA 

provide comments to DEM to include this language in the 2018 version.  The Committee agreed with 

moving forward in this manner. Ms. Rainey provided the Executive Director report and advised that both 

the 2019 County Emergency Management Program Survey Report and the 2019 version of the 

Emergency Management Statutory Authorities Quick Reference Guide had been finalized and posted to 

the FEPA website.  She indicated that both documents would be highlighted in the upcoming Fall 2019 

FEPA Newsletter.   Ms. Rainey continue her report with a summary of recent FEPA business activities as 

well as a listing of upcoming meetings with FEPA participation.   

Past-President Paul Womble and Ms. Rainey provided an update on the recent Governor’s Hurricane 

Conference (GHC) Board of Directors meeting by conference call as well as the face to face board 

meeting scheduled for next week in West Palm Beach.  They advised that the meeting will include a 

review of the business of the conference, developing a conference budget for 2020 as well as addressing 

committee chair appointment recommendations.   Ms. Rainey indicated that FEPA’s recommendations 

to the GHC board regarding use of the FEPA mentoring program and training plan of instruction 

document to guide conference activities was well received.  In a related discussion Ms. Rainey noted 

that the September 6, 2019 Annual Meeting Committee planning meeting was cancelled due to 

Hurricane Dorian, but the regular meetings would begin in two weeks 



Vice-President John Scott joined the call and thanked everyone for their indulgence on Action Items 

until he could preside.  Mr. Scott directed members attention to the draft minutes of the August 1, 2019 

Executive Committee meeting and entertained a motion to approve the minutes as presented.  

Secretary Kelly Wilson moved approval with Mr. Scott providing a second and the motion passed 

without objection.   Mr. Scott recommended tabling the discussions on Mid-Year 2020 site selection and 

the update to the FEPA Strategic Plan until the President could be present.   

During an open discussion on Hurricane Dorian activation and related activities, Mr. Scott reported that 

several FEPA members had expressed concern to him regarding the delays in expansion of the Hurricane 

Dorian Emergency Declaration to include state and local Category B costs.   Others mentioned similar 

concerns and an interest in having a better understand of the state’s strategy regarding the initial 

request, the expanded request, direction on formal joint Damage Assessment as well as the potential for 

a request for a Major Disaster Declaration.   The concern is amplified due to the active tropics and 

potential for additional impacts to Florida as well as the focus on the Bahamas.  The Committee 

suggested that Mr. Womble, as Co-Chair of the FEPA County Emergency Management Directors Working 

Group, contact the DEM and invite them to participate on a conference call with county directors on 

these and related topics.  Mr. Womble indicated that he would contact DEM immediately following the 

committee meeting and inform everyone of the results.  

There being no other business to conduct, Mr. Scott moved that the meeting be adjourned.  Mr. Lord 

provided a second for this motion which passed without objection and the meeting was adjourned.  

 

Approved October 8, 2019 

 


